1. Every single instrument that ever came from any factory -anywhere- was buffed and lacquered or plated.

2. There is no evidence to support the "theory" that horns (especially saxes) play better without lacquer, or only "original" lacquer. This is purely a head game.

3. We believe that at some point a poor overhaul was done with a bad relacquer job, and the myth grew from there. 

4. We also believe that it is quite likely that this myth was started by a manufacturer that wants to sell you a new horn rather than refinish your old one and give it another 20 years of life. 

5. If you have your horn overhauled at a good repair shop (like Stemple Music), your horn will almost always be BETTER than it was from the factory. 

6. We have overhauled and re-lacquered hundreds of vintage, great playing horns. Not once has anyone told us we "ruined" their horn. Most people say it had never been better, even when new.

7. A Selmer Mark VI is not the only saxophone that plays well. 

8. A Selmer Mark VI was also buffed and lacquered. In Indiana.

9. Buffing is a lot of hard work and very dirty. Either some shops can't do it, or they aren't skilled at it. So, of course, they will tell you that your horn will never be the same. 

10. Lacquer is there to protect the instrument, not to crush your dreams by killing the sound. 

11. Lastly, how about you guys quit crying about your horns and PRACTICE THEM. Who knows? Maybe that's the secret to a great sound! 
